124.   MESSAGE TO POONA MEETING^

POONA,

March 1, 1924

I wish the meeting every success. Had we developed enough
strength, we could have secured Mr. Horniman's return long ago.
The Government have sinned doubly, first in deporting him and
secondly in not permitting him to return, but they have sinned
because we were weak.

The Hindu, 3-3-1924

125.   STATEMENT ON AKALI MOVEMENT
[POONA,]
March 4, 1924
If I am entirely satisfied as to the nature and implications of
the present Akali movement and the methods adopted to gain
the end, I should have no hesitation in throwing myself heart and
soul into it and even in burying myself in the Punjab, if it be-
came necessary in order to guide the movement. The satisfac-
tion that I require is on the following :
(1)     The strength of the Akalis.
(2) (a)   A clear manifesto publicly stating the minimum, which
I  understand  to  be the performance  of the   Akhand Path
ceremony   in   Gangsar   Gurdwara,   the   Sikhs   openly   and
sincerely   declaring   that it has  no political  end  and   that
they do not  desire,   through the Akhand Path movement, in
any shape or  form,   to carry on an agitation,  directly  or
indirectly, for the restoration of the Nabha Maharaja2.    The
1 This was a mseting of citizens held under the presidentship of Prof.
R. P. Paranjpye to protest against the refusal of the British Government to
issue B. G. Horniman a passport,    Horniman had been deported in  1919;
vide Vol. XV.   Gandhiji's message was read out by C. F.  Andrews at the
meeting which adopted a resolution holding Horniman's deportation illegal
and demanding facilities for his return.
2 The Maharaja of Nabha abdicated in early 1923 and the Government
of India took over the administration of the State. The reason apparently was
the friction which had lately developed between Nabha and the neighbouring